
BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A VIRTUAL EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was 
held at 5.30 pm. on Thursday, 5th November, 2020.

PRESENT:- Councillor Hamilton (Mayor in the Chair) and Councillors Assouad, 
Barlow, Biggins, Blezard, Brook, Burley, Burns, Callister, Cassidy, D. Edwards, H. 
Edwards, Gawne, Hall, Husband, Johnston, McClure, McEwan, McLeavy, Maddox, 
Mooney, Morgan, Pemberton, Preston, Roberts, Robson, Ronson, Shirley, C. 
Thomson, M. A. Thomson, Wall and Worthington.

Officers Present:- Sam Plum (Chief Executive), Susan Roberts (Director of 
Resources), Debbie Storr (Head of Legal and Governance & Monitoring Officer), Jon 
Huck (Democratic Services Manager) and Paula Westwood (Democratic Services 
Officer - Member Support).

60 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence had been submitted from Councillors Nott and Seward.

Before commencing the meeting, the Mayor made an apology to Councillor Hall for 
failing to spot his raised hand and his name being called to speak under the agenda 
item for declarations at the last meeting.  Councillor Hall accepted the apology.

61 Minute's Silence 

The Mayor requested Members to observe a minute’s silence as a mark of respect for 
former Councillor and Freedom of the Borough, Councillor Edith May Garside who had 
passed away recently. 

The Leader of the Council, along with other Members from both sides of the Chamber 
reflected on memories they had of former Councillor Garside.  She had been a great 
servant to the Borough, first elected as a Councillor for North Walney Ward in 1979 
and served for 29 years.

62 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 

Councillors Burns, Cassidy, Gawne, Hamilton, McEwan, Wall and Worthington 
declared an Other Registrable Interest in Agenda Item No. 6 – Local Government 
Reform – Proposal for Bay Area (Minute No. 65) as they also served as Members on 
Cumbria County Council and the proposals would have a major impact.  They advised 
that they would not take part in the debate but would remain in the meeting.

Councillor Shirley declared an Other Registrable Interest in Agenda Item No. 6 – Local 
Government Reform – Proposal for the Bay Area (Minute No. 65) as he also served as 
a Member on Cumbria County Council and was in paid employment working for the 
MP for Barrow and Furness and the proposals would have a major impact.  

63 Public Participation 

No questions, representations, deputations or petitions had been received in respect 
of the meeting.



64 Announcements 

The Leader of the Council made the following announcement:-

Towns Deal Funding Success

“The Council had been successful in their bid for £25M of Towns Deal Funding 
from the Government.  The funding was a much needed investment in the town 
would be used for a series of projects.  These would be especially important in 
helping the town to bounce back from the Covid-19 pandemic.  She placed on 
record her thanks to the Town Deal Board and the Chair of the Board, Steve Cole.  
There remained a lot of work to do in terms of developing the full business cases 
for the projects and she was looking forward to working with the community to 
ensure that Barrow was a vibrant town where people chose to live, work and visit, 
and ensuring that all residents have the opportunity to fulfil their potential”.

65 Local Government Reform - Proposal for the Bay Area 

The Chief Executive had submitted a report  that further to the decision at the Council 
meeting on 29th September, 2020 to explore further evidence to substantiate a case 
for devolution for the area of the three districts, Barrow, Lancaster and South Lakeland 
District Councils, an invitation had been received from the Secretary of State for 
Housing, Communities and Local Government inviting the Council to submit a 
proposal for a single tier of local government in accordance with the criteria as set out 
in the invitation. The report brought back an outline proposal for approval which would 
enable the three Councils to describe the benefits of a cross county boundary 
proposal, for a new Unitary Council, based squarely on the functioning economic 
geography and health footprint of the Morecambe Bay area.

If approved the Councils would present the option to Government demonstrating how 
a Unitary Council would be an effective driver of economic, social and environmental 
benefits for the area’s residents, businesses and visitors, realise the strategic potential 
of the area and enable transformation of public services.

The recommendations had been moved by the Leader, seconded and a debate 
ensued.

Councillor H. Edwards stated that the initial business case was excellent, well 
presented and contained relevant issues.  We cluster around Morecambe Bay and 
have strong historic links with the LA postcode.  She added that the Council should be 
above politics with their decision on this matter.

Members felt that the proposal was excellent, well written, illustrated and presented. 
Thanks were passed on to Officers involved in the preparation of the business case.

Councillor Roberts stated that the outline proposal was a great document, produced 
within tight timescales during the current Covid situation and summed it up as a really 
good piece of work which demonstrated the proposals well.  The Morecambe Bay 
health footprint supported the proposals.  He added that he was delighted that the 
proposals had cross party support.



Councillor Shirley echoed the comments made by the Deputy Leader and the Leader 
of the Opposition.  He made reference to Resident’s Concerns, stating that the 
proposal had claimed that there was strong public support and asked where the 
evidence of that was. He gave credit to the Leader and Chief Executive in consulting 
with the local Town/Parish Councils on this matter.

Councillor Hall stated that 63 year’s ago he was born in Lancashire and that, in his 
opinion, Cumbria was an admin zone.  He advised that he had surveyed around 100 
people and only four of those had considered themselves to be Cumbrian.  He added 
that the proposal was a fantastic document, bright and to the point and was a great bid 
going forward.  There was already a natural fit with the University Hospitals of 
Morecambe Bay Trust (UHMBT).  The proposals were prosperous and would provide 
a good future to be a unitary around the Bay.

Councillor Pemberton stated that he was born in Lancashire in 1934 but we shouldn’t 
be looking backwards, we should be looking to the future.  The proposals were the 
best decision for Barrow and the Furness peninsula.

Councillor M. A. Thomson advised that no one she had spoken to had voiced that they 
love being in Cumbria; the Head at Carlisle was too far away; we need localism.  She 
added that a survey would be made available on the Council’s website and social 
media platforms which would be the start of the publicity campaign.  She also advised 
the Council that Barrow and South Lakeland District Councils had received 
correspondence stating that the proposals were able to cross County boundaries.

It was moved by Councillor M. A. Thomson and seconded by Councillor Hall, and it 
was,

RESOLVED:- 

1. To agree the outline proposal, as attached at Appendix 1 to the Chief Executive’s 
report, for submission to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government by 9th November 2020;

2. To authorise the Chief Executive and Leader to approve any minor amendments 
that may arise following consideration by South Lakeland and Lancaster 
Councils prior to submission and to continue with the work on the final proposal; 
and

3. To agree that a final Proposal be submitted to a future meeting of Executive 
Committee and Council prior to the requested deadline from Government of 9th 
December 2020 and to note that a date of 8th December had been scheduled for 
this purpose.

The meeting closed at 6.14 pm.


